Environmental Group
Chaddesley cares about Planet Earth

Politicians — don’t we love them ? — are keen to focud»@ncars and
aeroplanes to better control our CO2 emissions. Howewe23¥%s of CO2
emissions are associated withad transport and just3% of CO2 emissions
relate toair transport. Theenergy supply sector (power stations 40%),
business (factory and offices 17%) anesidential (heating our homes 15%)
collectively account for more that2% of our CO2 emissions. So why the
focus on transport ? — pardon my cynicism, but could it be bec¢hey are
easier to tax ?

Anyhow, every little helps, but next time you are speakirty wipolitician

about environmental matters - maybe a focus on our laftkedight as a nation
to invest adequately in nuclear power stations overatstedecades, the obvious
continuing waste in heating and lighting of public buildingd help for some

of our poorest to adequately insulate their homes may hélplaoce the
agenda.

On the subject of waste, | would like to turrféod, our ability to feed the ever
expanding world population, must be one of the biggest chalesfgmur times.
In our society, problems arise when manufacturers “usediggory foods

print a date that reflects when they think a producthelpast its prime, but is
still a long way from being unsafe to eat. Meanwhilel“sgl! or “display-

until” labels are not mandatory: they are meant to help siahage stock — and
consumers should ignore them. Despite the fact that thiggdatstem has been
in place for nearly 30 years, the public is still ag#d about what it means.
According to one survey, more than one third of Britongekelthat any
product past its “best-before” date is liable to poison taathshould never be
eaten. Since the dating system is enshrined in lavergowents should bear
some responsibility for telling the public how it works.

“Waste: Uncovering the Global Food Scandal’ is a new bookesrlty
Tristram Stuart, published by Penguin. Some interestictg toontained within
the book are : 50% of food disappears between the plough aptée35% of
school lunches end up in the bin; 25% of food products purdlzase
eventually binned; 484 million pots of yogurt are throwragwvery year in
Britain alone. Whatever we can buy locally, freshly poet close to home will
certainly improve this awful situation.
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