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1.  Introduction 
 

1.1  Kirkwells Planning Consultants has prepared this screening report on behalf of 

Chaddesley Corbett Parish Council to support the Parish Council in determining 

whether or not the contents of the proposed Chaddesley Corbett Neighbourhood 

Plan Review are likely to require a Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA). 

1.2  Habitats and species of European nature conservation importance are protected by 

the European Directive (92/43/EEC) on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and 

Wild Flora and Fauna (The Habitats Directive)1. The Habitats Directive establishes a 

network of internationally important sites designated for their ecological value. These 

sites are often referred to as Natura 2000 sites or European sites and comprise 

Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and Ramsar 

sites. This is translated into UK law via the Conservation of Habitats and Species 

Regulations 2010. 

1.3   Under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive (and Regulation 61 of the Habitats 

Regulations), an assessment is required where a plan or project may give rise to 

significant effects upon a European site. 

1.4  The overarching aim of HRA is to determine, in view of a site’s conservation 

objectives and qualifying interests, whether a plan or project, either in isolation and/or 

in combination with other plans would have a significant adverse effect on a 

European site. If the screening concludes that a significant adverse effect is likely, 

then Appropriate Assessment must be undertaken to determine whether there will be 

adverse effects on site integrity. 

1.5  There are two European sites within approximately 13 - 20 km radius of the 

neighbourhood area boundary and proposed housing sites which could potentially be 

affected by the Chaddesley Corbett Draft Neighbourhood Plan Review. Further 

information on these designations is provided below. 

2.  HRA process 
 

2.1  The requirements of the Habitats Directive comprise four distinct stages: 

Stage 1: Screening. 

This is the stage which initially identifies the likely impacts upon a European site of a 

project or plan, either alone or in-combination with other projects or plans, and 

considers whether these impacts may have a significant effect on the integrity of the 

site’s qualifying habitats and/or species. Where a significant effect is identified the 

assessment moves onto stage 2. 

Stage 2: Appropriate Assessment. 

This provides the detailed consideration of the impact on the integrity of the 

European site of the project or plan, either alone or in combination with other projects 

or plans, with respect to the site’s conservation objectives and its structure and 

 
1 The UK has left the European Union and equivalent legislative provisions have been written into UK law.   
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function. This is to determine whether or not there will be adverse effects on the 

integrity of the site. This stage also includes the development of mitigation measures 

to avoid or reduce any potential impacts. 

Stage 3: Assessment of alternative solutions. 

This examines alternative ways of achieving the objectives of the plan or project that 

would avoid adverse impacts on the integrity of the European site, should avoidance 

or mitigation measures be unable to cancel out adverse effects. 

Stage 4: Assessment where no alternative solutions exist and where adverse 

impacts remain. 

In such circumstances it must be demonstrated that the development is necessary for 

imperative reasons of overriding public interest. 

3.  Background 
 

3.1  Neighbourhood Planning gives local communities the opportunity to prepare planning 

documents for their area, enabling them to shape the future of where they live and 

giving them greater ownership of the plans and policies that affect them. Introduced 

under the Localism Act in 2011 Neighbourhood Plans provide a new tier of planning 

policy. 

3.2  The Local Plan currently consists of policies contained in the adopted Core Strategy 

(2006-2026), adopted December 2010, the Site Allocations and Policies Local Plan 

2006 - 2026, Adopted July 2013, Kidderminster Central Area Action Plan 2006 - 

2026, Adopted July 2013, Chaddesley Corbett Neighbourhood Plan 2014 - 2026, 

made September 2014 and Churchill and Blakedown Neighbourhood Plan 2016 to 

2026, made July 2017.   

3.3 The Wyre Forest Local Plan Review is at an advanced stage of preparation.  The 

Wyre Forest District Local Plan (2016 - 2036) was submitted to the Secretary of State 

for Examination on 30th April 2020.  Wyre Forest District Council Habitat Regulations 

Assessment Screening Report for the Wyre Forest District Local Plan Review 

February 2018 provides the Habitat Regulation Assessment screening report for the 

Local Plan Review and has been used to inform the Chaddesley Corbett NDP 

Review Screening Assessment. 

3.4 The Neighbourhood Plan area for Chaddesley Corbett was formally designated on 

14th September 2012. This confirmed the Parish Council’s commitment to preparing 

a Neighbourhood Plan and identified the proposed Neighbourhood Plan area. 

3.5 Chaddesley Corbett Parish Council has updated the made NDP and prepared a Draft 

Neighbourhood Plan Review Document (Spring 2021).  Kirkwells have used this 

information to undertake initial SEA screening of the Neighbourhood Plan, prior to 

undertaking the Regulation 14 formal public consultation. 
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4.  Relevant European Sites (and SSSIs) 
 

4.1  There are no European Sites within the boundary of the plan area although the Plan 

area includes part of a UK designated site, Chaddesley Wood, which is a National 

Nature Reserve and SSSI - see Figure 1 Screenshot from MAGIC.  There are also 

several SSSIs just outside the NDP area including Feckenham Forest, Oakland 

Pasture, Little Royd farm Pastures, Hurst Farm Pasture, Wilden Marsh and Meadows 

and Hucott and Podmore Pools - see Figure 2 Screenshot from MAGIC. 

Figure 1: Screenshot from MAGIC  

UK Designated Sites within NDP Area Boundary 

 

 

Figure 2: Screenshot from MAGIC 

UK Designated Sites just outside the NDP Area Boundary 

 

 

(Source: https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx) 
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4.2 Government guidance states that significant effects may be incurred even in cases 

where the area of the plan is some distance away. As a precautionary measure, this 

screening report has assessed to see if there are any European sites 15km (straight 

line) of the neighbourhood area boundary and proposed housing site allocations.  

There are 2 European designated sites that could potentially be affected by the 

Chaddesley Corbett Neighbourhood Plan Review.  

4.3 Fen Pools SAC lies approximately 12 km to the north of the Parish and Lyppard 

Grange Ponds lies approximately 15 km to the south - see Figure 3 screenshot of 

MAGIC map below.  No SPA or Ramsar sites have been identified either within the 

District or within 15km of the NDP area boundary. 

Figure 2: Screenshot from MAGIC 

European Designated Sites within approximately 15km of NDP Area Boundary 

 

 

Table 1:  Summary of European Sites 

Site Name 
Natural 
England's 
Code 

Distance from 
the 
Neighbourhood 
Plan Boundary 
(km) 

Distance from Proposed Site allocations 

Special Areas of Conservation  

Fen Pools SAC UK0030150 12km (approx.) 

Site H2/1 Land off Bromsgrove Road, Lower 
Chaddesley: 15.28km 
 
Site H2/2 The Old Quarry, Mustow Green: 
14.84km 
 
Site H2/3 Hewitts Site, Stourbridge Road, 
Harvington: 13.76km 

Lyppard 
Grange Ponds 
SAC 

UK0030198 
15 km 
(approx.) 

Site H2/1 Land off Bromsgrove Road, Lower 
Chaddesley: 17.00km 
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Site Name 
Natural 
England's 
Code 

Distance from 
the 
Neighbourhood 
Plan Boundary 
(km) 

Distance from Proposed Site allocations 

Special Areas of Conservation  
Site H2/2 The Old Quarry, Mustow Green: 
18.58km 
 
Site H2/3 Hewitts Site, Stourbridge Road, 
Harvington: 19.48km 

  

 The Characteristics of the European Sites identified 

4.4 The following provides a summary of the European sites that have been identified 

outside of the Neighbourhood Area but within a 15km approx. distance of the 

Neighbourhood Area: 

• Fen Pools SAC – The site comprises of a series of small pools and a wide range of 

other habitats from swamp, fen and inundation communities to unimproved neutral 

and acidic grassland and scrub. Great crested newts Triturus cristatus occur as part 

of an important amphibian assemblage. The site, which shows evidence of post 

industrial activities, overlies Etruria marls and coal measures of the Carboniferous 

period; 

 

• Lyppard Grange Ponds SAC – This site can be found behind the community 

shopping area in Warndon Villages in the City of Worcester. The area serves as 

public open space within recently constructed housing and other built development. 

The SAC includes two field ponds located in the grounds of the former Lyppard 

Grange Farm. These two ponds, along with the surrounding terrestrial habitats, 

support a large breeding colony of great crested newts. The terrestrial habitat within 

these grounds now comprises rough grassland with brambles and scrub, and retains 

many mature native and exotic trees. Despite its small size, the site is very important 

for local wildlife as part of a network of nature conservation areas throughout the 

Villages and forms part of a Local Nature Reserve. 

4.5 The conservation objectives for the designations are provided in Appendix 1.  

4.6 The Draft Neighbourhood Plan Review document has been screened for likely 

significant effects on the 2 European sites. This information has been obtained from 

Natural England’s website and also informed by the wider Local Plan HRA 

assessment. 

 The main impact pathways could be: 

• Physical loss of habitat/damage to habitat 

• Non-physical disturbance 

• Recreational pressure 

• Contamination 

• Biological disturbance 

• Loss of functionally linked land  

• Changes in water quality 
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4.7 Table 2 below provides an assessment of the likely significant effects the NDP 

Review might have on the identified European sites. 

Table 2: Assessment of Likely Significant Effects 

Site Environmental 
conditions to 
support site 
integrity 

Possible 
impacts 
arising from 
NDP Review 

Is there a risk 
of a 
significant 
effect? 

Possible 
impacts from 
other, trends 
plans, etc. 

Is there a risk 
of significant 
‘in combination’ 

Fen Pools 
SAC 

Great Crested 
Newt has been 
identified at 
the site. 

None. The site 
is located 
outside of the 
Neighbourhood 
Area boundary 
and District 
boundary and 
proposed 
housing site 
allocations.  
 
No 
effects 
envisaged. 

No effects 
envisaged. 

None No 

 The site shows 
evidence of 
past industrial 
activity and 
includes a 
range of 
habitats from 
open water, 
swamp, and 
inundation 
communities 
to unimproved 
natural and 
acidic 
grassland and 
scrub. 

None. The site 
is located 
outside of the 
Neighbourhood 
Area boundary 
and District 
boundary and 
proposed 
housing 
allocations.  
 
No 
effects 
envisaged. 

No effects 
envisaged. 

None No 

Lyppard 
Grange 
Ponds 
SAC 

Great Crested 
Newt has been 
identified at 
the site. The 
ponds are 
associated 
with good 
quality 
terrestrial 
habitats 

None. The site 
is located 
outside of the 
of the 
Neighbourhood 
Area boundary 
and District. 
  
No 
effects 
envisaged. 

No effects 
envisaged. 

None No 

 The ponds are 
associated 
with good 
quality 
terrestrial 

None. The site 
is located 
outside of the 
of the 

No effects 
envisaged. 

None No 
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Site Environmental 
conditions to 
support site 
integrity 

Possible 
impacts 
arising from 
NDP Review 

Is there a risk 
of a 
significant 
effect? 

Possible 
impacts from 
other, trends 
plans, etc. 

Is there a risk 
of significant 
‘in combination’ 

habitats Neighbourhood 
Area boundary 
and District.  
 
No 
effects 
envisaged. 
 

 

 

5.   Development needs in Wyre Forest District and 

Neighbouring Local Authority Areas and Assessment of In 

Combination Effects 
 

5.1  The Table in Section 7 (p8) of the Wyre Forest District Council Habitat Regulations 

Assessment Screening Report for the Wyre Forest District Local Plan Review 

February 2018 (Development Needs in Wyre Forest District and Neighbouring Local 

Authority Areas) summarises the development needs in Wyre Forest District and 

neighbouring Local Authority areas that could also lead to ‘in combination’ impacts 

with Wyre Forest District emerging Local Plan. 

5.2 The Habitats Directive requires Local Authorities to assess ‘in-combination’ effects 

alongside direct effects. ‘In-combination’ effects occur when otherwise non-significant 

proposals combine, and can cumulatively lead to a significant effect. This interaction 

can occur from proposals within the Development Plan or between the Development 

Plan and other projects and plans.  The table in Appendix 3 of the Screening Report 

for the Wyre Forest District Local Plan Review February 2018 details the other 

projects and plans identified which may lead to in combination effects on the 

European sites. 

5.3 As the NDP Review has to be in general conformity with the Local Plan these 

assessments are relevant to the NDP Review. 

6.0 Conclusions 
 

6.1 There are two European sites (Natura 2000) within approximately 15km of the 

Chaddesley Corbett Neighbourhood Area boundary and approximately 13 - 20km of 

the proposed housing site allocations.  The conclusions of these two sites are set out 

below: 

 Fen Pools SAC 

6.2 It is considered unlikely that the Draft NDP Review could have a significant effect on 

the Fen Pools SAC either alone or in combination. Plans in Wyre Forest will have no 

effect on human disturbance on this site which is already surrounded by development 
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and easily accessed. The Draft NDP Review policies and proposals are unlikely to 

have any effect on protected species at or around this European site. Water quality is 

unlikely to be influenced by the NDP Review since the site is already surrounded by 

residential development and road networks. The impacts on water supply are 

considered unlikely as there are no direct hydrological links between the site and 

Wyre Forest  District. Due to the location of the site outside of Wyre Forest District 

and the fact that the NDP Review process has no powers or influence over the future 

use of the site, it is considered that no significant effects are envisaged. 

 Lyppard Grange Ponds SAC 

6.3 It is considered unlikely that the Draft NDP Review could have a significant effect on 

the Lyppard Grange Ponds SAC either alone or in combination. Plans in Wyre Forest 

will have no effect on human disturbance on this site which is already surrounded by 

development and easily accessed. The NDP Review policies and proposals are 

unlikely to have any effect on protected species at or around this European site.  

Water quality is unlikely to be influenced by the NDP Review since the site is already 

surrounded by residential development and road networks. The impacts on water 

supply are considered unlikely as there are no direct hydrological links between the 

site and the District. Due to the location of the site outside of Wyre Forest District and 

the fact that the NDP Review process has no powers or influence over the future use 

of the site, it is considered that no significant effects are envisaged. 

6.4 Due to the scale of growth envisaged within the Draft NDP Review and the fact that 

the European sites identified are located some distance away, it is considered that no 

further appropriate assessment work is required for the Draft NDP Review. 

6.5 In accordance with Habitats Regulations, the Stage 1 of the HRA for the Local Plan 

also completed an in combination assessment. The Stage 1 screening assessment 

for the Local Plan determined that the Wyre Forest District Local Plan Review (2016-

2036) will not lead to likely significant effects, either alone or in combination, on the 

qualifying features of the European Sites.  None of the other projects and plans 

identified in Section 8 or Appendix 3 of the Local Plan screening assessment will lead 

to likely significant effects on the European Sites in combination with the proposals 

contained in the emerging Local Plan, provided that any mitigation measures 

identified for other projects and plans are put in place.  

6.6 The conclusion of the Local Plan screening assessment in relation to in combination 

effects also applies to the NDP Review as the NDP Review does not propose 

significant growth in addition to that set out in the Local Plan Review and has been 

prepared to be in general conformity with the Local Plan Review.    

6.7 It is therefore recommended that Chaddesley Corbett Draft NDP Review should not 
be subject to a detailed Habitats Regulations Assessment process. Should the NDP 
Review document be changed or updated from that which is assessed in this 
document, then the HRA should be revisited. 

 
6.8 Under its ‘duty to support’, Wyre Forest District Council has checked the HRA 

Screening Assessment and has recommended that, based on the preparation of the 
Spring 2021 Draft Version of the NDP Review, the NDP does not require a detailed 
Habitats Assessment Report. 
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7.0 Consultation 
 
7.1 This screening report is subject to a five week consultation with Natural England and 

other consultation bodies Historic England and Environment Agency. Any responses 
from Natural England and other bodies will be taken into account and this report will 
be reviewed and amended if necessary. 
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 Appendix 1 
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