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Mrs Rachel Jeffries
Clerk to Chaddesley Corbett Parish Council

clerk@chaddesleyparishcouncil.org.uk

Wednesday 30th September 2026
Dear Rachel,
Re: Chaddesley Corbett Parish Council Meeting – Monday 5th October 2026
Chaddesley Issues

Ongoing Issues
1. Regarding, Egg Lane flooding again, I have reported on this previously and the WCC water management officer was meeting with the landowner on 1st September and I now have an update!
Our water management officer, who in conjunction with NWWM, have confirmed with the farmer that they are planning to build an attenuation basin / temporary storage pond in the second field back from the road. Both Wade and Kirsten are both very keen to stress that this will not solve all issues here, but it will help in someway and it should work well in less severe downpours too. In order to totally mitigate the issue, a pond the size of a field reservoir would be needed which is outside of scope and budget and would need planning permission and reservoir regulations etc. What will also help now, however, is that this field and the one above are going into a 5 year Lucerne Lay, so there shouldn't be any bare ground over the wetter months which should reduce water run off. 
2. I have yet again reported damaged bollards on the A448 and these will be repaired. They have now been added to the work program I am advised by Dean. I should say that some have been repaired and now damaged again and these have reported too.
3. I reported fully in my March report about on-going work with WCC, NWWM and local landowners to tackle flooding on Fox Lane and the A448 and so won’t repeat that here and I will provide a further full update over the coming months. On 1st September when I met with Dean our highways officer he did say that WCC drainage team are actively looking at this now and undertaking CCTV work to assess what is going on. There have been some suggestions emailed by the landowner in late September and our water management officer has replied. There are ongoing discussions, I haven’t cut and pasted the lengthy emails. I am confident things are progressing.
I now have an update from Dean since my September report. This relates to Fox Lane only - permit dates have been agreed for 30/11/26 - 11/12/2026 for a new wider pipe to go under the road and exit into a stream to help relieve pressure. In addition, further down Fox Lane in the field roughly opposite Lower House Farm and Netherfold, they will be doing ditch works to fully reinstate ditches to help with water flow, which will also help to relieve pressure. In terms of the A448 by the nurseries, we will be installing a new pipe under the road into the race track. I understand that the landowner will be building a series of new ponds throughout the fields to carry the water away. There is no date at present for these works, they are waiting for road space in order to schedule the works. 
4. Speeding in various locations continues to be reported to me throughout the parish and I raise this with the police.
5. In respect of the VAS location on the A448, A new higher pole to accommodate the VAS sign and the 30mph sign outside Chaddesley Corbett Primary School should be installed soon.
6. I have previously reported on flooding on the Drayton Road between Bluntington Crossroads and Drayton and reported that these works are scheduled for 12th – 16th October due to bird nesting season. I did say that I would challenge this as I don’t believe that work on the ditches would affect bird nesting, but WCC are not budging on this and the response back is that there could be nesting birds in the ditches at ground level.
7. I have received a complaint regarding damage crash barriers on the A450 at Barnetbrook not being replaced following an accident over 12 months ago. I have chased this now and specialists are working on the design and preparing a scheme. Reply from WCC highways, “I have spoken with the Team in relation to the length of time taken to repair the damage caused at this location. The Team have advised that specialists have been working on the scheme and preparing a design. The scheme is very complex and has been difficult to design due to a number of factors including a significant number of services in the affected verge as well as insufficient existing verge width on the departure end of the barrier, which has unfortunately had an impact on the length of time taken to resolve this particular issue.” I have just received an update on this which now says:-
“A topographical survey of the site to support the constraints study has been undertaken this week (23rd and 24th February). If a foundation option can be identified which avoids the need for utility diversions, it is hoped to be on site once the Severn Trent works are completed in June/July of this year.” So watch this space and I will update further when I can. Dean was not able to provide me with any further update when I met on 16th June. On 1st September Dean advised there was no update!!! There is still no update.
8. I reported previously that I was advised that hedges at Picklewell House are an issue and the landowner has been written to and when I met with Dean on 5th May in the parish, he advised me that they had been done. Following the PC saying this was an issue this has been raised again as an issue for attention. Dean advises that some work has now been done and the green team are satisfied for now but require more work in the autumn.
9. Regarding, parking issues further up Briar Hill, by Malvern View/The Crescent and bus stop, following an email from your clerk I have been monitoring this location and indeed visited with Dean on 5th May and saw not one car parked anywhere in this location. In July, I said that I proposed to do nothing further at this stage. I have now received further evidence of this issue and have agreed to consult on a stretch of double yellow lines here, like the bottom end of Malvern View/Briar Hill. WCC are progressing this process now.
10. Dean and I are tackling flooding/water ponding issues on Cakebole Lane past Letterbox Cottage and Dean is liaising with a local resident about this. The drains are to be jetted in the autumn, and we await a camera survey. This has not been done yet. 
11. I have been contacted by a resident in Drayton regarding speeding traffic and have said I would raise with the police. I also hosted a meeting at the Robin Hood PH at Drayton on 26th August where there were over 30 residents present. A number of requests were made in terms of traffic calming, ie speed bumps or chicanes, 20 mph speed limit, extending the 30mph speed limit and a speed camera. I am very sympathetic with residents having to put up with drivers speeding through the 30mph limit. Some of the suggestions, sadly are not viable but I have asked WCC highways to get up to date traffic speed and volume data in the first instance and then take it from there. I have suggested and indeed am in liaison with West Mercia Police regarding setting up a community speed watch scheme if the criteria is met. A representative from the British Horse Society also attended and requested the Parish Council put up their Horse posters in several strategic locations where bridleways come out by the road. WCC are actioning investigations here and we await the traffic speed and volume surveys and then we can see how to progress these issues.
12. I have been made aware of circa 3 RTC’s in the Chaddesley area over the last month or so, several on the A448 between Redcross and Mustow Green and one on the A450 at Harvington. I await what the police reports say but it takes about 3 months to make their way from the police to WCC. Since what I wrote in my July report I am aware there was one in late August and am awaiting the details of that too. There is still no update.

13. I have had blocked gullied reported to me in Drayton by Bridge Cottage.

14. I have had the issue of the kerb outside Bridge Cottage having worn away. WCC have looked at this and want WFDC to road sweep first of all to assess the kerb better.
15. I have received a request for the criteria for a speed camera or speed enforcement between Mustow Green and Brockencote. I have written to West Mercia Police for the criteria.
16. The double yellow lines outside St. Cassian’s Way in the village street are being progressed by WCC through the consultation process and I know you have been consulted on the first stage of the process.
New Issues:
1. Your clerk has contacted me regarding speed limit signage along the lane leading to Fold Court, for 10mph, a no through road sign and a public footpath sign. Most of the lane is private land and would be a matter for the management company to determine in terms of any speed limit they wanted to enforce or signage they may want to install but WCC are looking at installing a no through road sign at the junction with the village on the public highway. There is already a public footpath sign in situ.
2. A local resident has contacted me regarding a number of public rights of way (PROW) being overgrown in the Bluntington and Barrow Hill area. These have been inspected and works will be undertaken accordingly.

3. Footway works should have commenced on Briar Hill which is good news.

4. Fox Lane has been marked up for major patching work due to the amount of potholes and defects in the edge of carriageway. The maintenance team will talk with the drainage team to ensure works are timed so patching doesn’t take place and then they dig up the road to put the new pipe in as referenced in 3 above.

Wyre Forest Issues 

Nothing of note save for the general state of the roads and I continue to report potholes. 
Strategic Issues

The Cabinet is still a cross-party mix of Green, Liberal Democrat, Independent and Worcestershire Independents.

Full Council last met on Thursday 10th September and the Cabinet met on Thursday 24th September. 
One major issue since the last meeting is the Government’s decision to reverse its 16th July decision on Local Government Reorganisation (LGR). On this date it announced a North Worcestershire Unitary authority and a South Worcestershire Unitary authority and then on 7th September it was announced this decision has been paused, leading a lot of chaos and uncertainty for staff, members, members of the public, parish councils, businesses and stakeholders at this time.

There appears to be a split now between the Leader of the Council and the Deputy Leader of the Council as the Leader agreed to sign a letter to Government together with 5 out of the 6 District Leaders (not Wyre Forest DC) urging the Government to proceed with a North and South Unitary model, which is in conflict with the policy of Worcestershire County Council to support a Worcestershire wide unitary authority. 
Financial pressures continue as WCC has had to balance its budget with £33.6m of Exceptional Financial Support (EFS) from central government in 2025-2026 and £59.9m in 2026-2027.
Demand pressures in both adult and social care are single handedly responsible for the financial position and at the end of Q1, WCC’s overall budget is due to overspend by £8m, this net figure has been mitigated by the use of a contingency as the current projected overspend is £15m for adults and childrens. (adults £13m and childrens £7m). For those of you good at maths will see that is £20m not £15m, but there are projected underspends, like £2m in Home to School transport and £1.5m from Economy and Infrastructure for example and others to get the balancing figure.
The net revenue budget is £629m and we are forecast to spend £628m which is a 1.3% overspend.
With my best wishes.

Yours sincerely,
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Cllr. Marcus J. Hart

County Councillor – Chaddesley Division

Copy to:
District Cllr. Ian Hardiman, Wyre Forest District Council



District Cllr. Robin Drew, Wyre Forest District Council



District Cllr. Marcus Hart, Wyre Forest District Council
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